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The fact that he died in a lunatic asylum has
been made much of, but there is no reason what-
ever to doubt that his one concern was to serve
the Church, nor can there be any doubt that, in
strengthening Manning's position, he served the
Church admirably well. Purcell is not unjustified
in the suggestion that Manning used Talbot,
whom he thoroughly understood, very astutely.
" It did not require much time or trouble on the
part of a man of such infinite tact and skill as
Manning to gain supreme influence over Mgr.
Talbot," writes Purcell. " If Mgr. Talbot had
to see the Pope, the tongue which spoke in
whispers was not Talbot's."

The suggestion, however, that the fourteen
years from his conversion to Wiseman's death
were spent by Manning in a protracted plot to
secure his own preferment, and that he was little
more than a rather ruthless careerist, is to mis-
represent and misunderstand the man. From his
experience outside the Church and from his acute
understanding of his own people and his own
time, Manning exactly understood what was
needed if the Church of Rome were to have the
smallest chance of winning England back to her
ancient allegiance to Rome.

As time went on, he may have become more and
more convinced that he himself was the only